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The Publiſher of this Treatiſe 


T'Q: TT... 


Chriſtian and Candid Re xvtr. 


Hough Opinions ſhould be weighed, not by the Reputation of the 
| Authors which deliver , but by the ſtrength of the Arguments 


which defend them yet it is too uſual with unobſerving Readers, 
to ſlight the Argument for the Author's ſake, and to conſid:r, not lo 
much what i ſaid, as, who it i that ſayes it. Which being the common 
Fate of moſt Diſconrſes,ſuch eſpecially as do at all meddle with that ex+ 
cellent ,but too mnch abuſed Notion of Chriſtian Religion,do mo expoſe 
the Writers to Cenſure : The moſt obvious Charatter that us (ale uron 
them being that they are Men either of Looſe,ov elſe of FatHonus Princi- 
ples : and ſo being diſcredited, before they are read, their Books, how 


ſober ſoever,. do not remove, but only ſettle and fix the Preconceived 


Prejudice, 4s in diſeaſed ſhomacks, every thing they take twrns to nou- 
riſh and to increaſe the Humor. 

That this is like tobe the Fortune of this ſmall Treatiſe,I have reaſon 
toexpett and therefore I have ſuffered it to run abroad in the world 
without a Name, like one (4 thaje Av1-yimme Spier, Pliny mentions, as if 
it were Born of it ſelf, and begotten without a Parent. That (o thoſe few 
Readers it may meet with, may only faſten wpon the Faults of the Dif- 
conv ſe it ſelf, without diverting themſelves unto that Queition, wh c, 
ol Times, as well as Sauls,(2 $am 10.12.)have malice enonch to make 
4 Proverb of, But whois their Father ?.' Tet Chriftian Reader, that it 
may appear only withits own Faults,and have noateravatins [uſþicions 
#p0n 1t, from any miſtake of the Anthor s Deſigne or Humour, 1 havs 
adventured to give thee this Account of Him, 

Firſt, That He is a ſtri& Aſſertour of the Doftrineof the Church 
of England, as it is contained in the 39, Articles, axd for that which is 
the Prime Branch of Diicipline, viz. Epilcopacy, or the Subordina- 
tion between Biſhops and P.esbyters ;, he doth own it to be of Apoſto- 
licall Inſtitution 4 1hat i, as he wwderſtands it, Jare Divmo.. At leaf 
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TO THE READER, 


he thinks himſelf able to ſpeak as much for the Order of Biſhops i» the 
Chnrch, as any can for the Baptizing of Infants, for the Change of 
the Sabbath, or for any thing elſe, which hath no particular Divines 
Precept, but only Primitive Prattice and Examyle to warrant it. And 
therefore inC onformi! J to this Principle of His, when the Biſhops were 
ſunk loweſt, not only for Pomp, but likewiſe for Repw'ation z and when 
no temptation either of Prefit or Convenience,” but rather the comrary, 
could work upon him, He then choſe to be Ordarned a Presbyter by one 
of them : which is agreater Argument of his _ and $ ab 
in Fndgement, than moſt of thoſe, who now ſignalize themſelves by 
D1itinttive Habits, can pretend to;, ſince ſuch may reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed to wear them, etther becauſe they are the Faſhion, or elſe the way 
to Preferment. | 

Secondly, Thus 1 muſt likewiſe, that none is more ſatisfied with the 
Preſent Government ,or hath a more Loyall and Affcttionate Eftrems for 
his Majeſties Perſon and Prudence, than this Writer : and therefore 
in ſtead of decluiming againſt, or too rigid reenforcing our Old Rites, 
firted only for the Infancy of the Church (theſe being a5 it were its ſwad- 
ling-clouts, and at the beſt do but ſhow its Minority ) he doth heartily wiſh 
that all Parties would agree to referre the whole Cauſe of Ceremonies to 
his Majeſties ſingle Deciſion : from whoſe wnwearied endeavours in Pr o- 
curing firſt, and afterwards in paſſing ſo full an Amneſty of all our Ci- 
vill Dilcords, we need not doubt but we may obtaine, that theſe Apples 
of Eccleſiaſtical Contention way be removed out of the way. Which 
are ſovery Trifles, that they wenld vaniſh of themſelves, but that ſome 
mens Pride, others want of Merit, make them ſo ſollicitous to continue 
hems, leaſt if thoſe little Things were once taken away , they ſhould 
want [omething whereby to make themſelves Remarkeable, 

Laſtly, He anth profeſs yet further,that as to 1imPelf,he needs not that 
Liberty, which here hz pleads for : ſince, though for the Preſent he doth 
make uſe of that Indulgence, which his Majeſty ht h becn pleaſea to al- 
low unto ender Conlciences, 1,Toull Rattorall and $abt Chiiflians: 
(the continuance of which, he dares not ſo mnch wrong his Majeſties 
Goodneſs, as once toqueſiion) yet ſhou!d his Miyeſty be prevailed upon 
for [ome Reaſon of State, to enj vyu Oewatd Contormity z; this Wri- 
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To THE READER. 

ter is reſolv:d,by the help of God, either to ſubmit with Chearfullneſs, or 
elſe to (uffer with ſilence, For as there is an Aﬀtive Diſobedience, wiz. 
to Reſiſt, which is a Prattice h: abhorres ;, ſo there t a Paſſive Diſobe- 
dience, 4nd that ts to Repine, which hs can by no meanes approve off. 
Since whatever H: cannot Conſcienciouſly ao, hs thinks himſelf obliged 
fo ſuffer for, with as much Foy, and with as little Reluftance, as if a- 
ny other Act of Ob:dience was called for from him. 

Having ſaid this concerning the Authour, I need not ſpeak much con- 
cerning the Argum?nt 4 but only this , that it was not written out of 
Vanity or Oftentation of Wit ; but 46 a Queſtion, in which h: & re- 
ally unſatisfied; and therefore thought himſelf bound ts impart his 
Doubts : which havins done to many tn Diſcourſe, nfth little ſucce(ſe or 
fatisfattion « be hath now Communicated them to the World, hoping 
they may (1h: into | uh mens hands, who may be prevailed upon, if not 
to alter the Fadgement ,yet at = to moderate the Paſſion of ſome, why 
would put owt our Ey's , becauſe we cannot ſee with their Speftacles , 
and who have placed Ceremonies about Religion, a little too truely as a 
Fence - for they ſerve to keep out all others from their Communion, All 
therefore which this T reatiſe aims at, is briefly to prove this, --- That 
none is to Hedge up the Way to Heaven, or by ſcattering Thornes 
and Punctilioes in it, to make Chriſtianity more Cumberiome, Te- 
dious end Difficult, than Chriſt hath lett it, That & #» ſhort, That 


none can Impoſe, what our Saviour in his Infinite Wiſdome did avt 
think Neceſlary, and therefore left Free, 


Farewell, 


THE 
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GREAT QUESTION 
Concerning 
Things Indifferent in Religious VVorſhip, 
Briefly 


Stated; andtendred to the Conſideration of all 
ſober and Impartiall men, 
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Queſt. Whether the Civill Magiſtrate may lawfully impaſe and 
determine the Uſe of Indifferent Things , in reftrence to Reli- 
\fgious Worſhip. | | 


will ſuppoſe theſe two things ; 
1.Thata Chriſtias may bea Magiſtrate, this I know many 
do deny, grounding themſelves upan that Diſcourſe of our 


FE the underſtanding and right ſtating of this Queſtion, I 


Saviour to his Diſciples, Teknow, ſaith he, that rhe Princes of the waar. 26. 


Gentiles doexerciſe Dominion over them, andthey'that are great, ea» 
erciſe Authority upon them. But it ſhall not be ſo much amongſt you : 
from whence they inferre, that all who will be Chriſts Ditciples, 
are thereby forbid any ex:rcife of Temporall Sovereignty. And [ 
remember amongſt many-other of the Primitive Writers, who 
wereof the ſame opinion, Terraliqn in his Apeclogy doth-exprelly 
ſay, Nos ad omn:m Ambiticnis ruram frigemus 5 &c, We 1, 
Chriſtians , lays he, have not the leaft Taint of Ambition , be- 
ing ſo farre from affctting Honours, that we lock nit after ſo much 
as the Edileſhip , which was the loweſt Magiitracy in Rowe, and 
afterwardsof Tiberizs,. Tiberins, ſayes he, world have become 4 
Chriſtian ; if either the world did 'not ficed , or it were lawfull 
for Chriſtians to.be Emperagrs. Many other expreſtions there are 
both in Terr #llian, Cyprian and Origen, to the ſame purpoſe. But 

B | becaufe 


Concerning Things Indifferent 


becauſg the PraQtice of the Chriſtian world, down from Conftan- 
tives time, even inche moſt Reformed Churches, bath carried ic 
in the Aﬀirmative for Chriſtian Magiſtracy , and the contrary Do. 
Qrine, beſides the Gap it _ to all Civill Confuſion, is built on. 
ly upon ſome remote Conſequencesfrom Scrip:ure, rather than a- 
ny free proof. I willtherefore admit that a Chriſtian may lawfully. 
exerciſe the Higheſt place of Magiſtracy, enly, as the Apoſtle ſait 
inanother caſe, i» the Lord, i. notextending his Commiſſion far. 
ther chan.the Word af God doth warranthim. ' 

1. Iwill ſuppoſe thatthereare ſome things in their own Nature 
Tndifferent, I mean, thoſ: Outward Circumſtances of our Actions; 
which the Law of God hatb left Free and Arbitrary, giving us o0n- 
ly generall Preceprs for the Uſe of them eirher way : Such are, D» 
all things to the glory of God, And; Do-mhat makes meſt for edifica- 
1501, and the like, which Rules whoever obſerves, may in things 
Indifferent, eitherdo or forbear them, as he in his Chriſtian Pru«- 
dence ſhall think Convenient, 

Of theſe Indifferent Things ſome are Purely ſo, asthe T;meand 
Place of meeting for Religious Worſhip ; which.ſeerto me, to 
be ſo yery Indifferent, that they cannot wichout great violence, be 
wreſted r6-any ſuperſtirious Obſervance ; and therefore concern- 
ing theſe 1 do nor diſpute. 

Other things cthereare commonly ſuppoſed Tndifferent in their 
own Nature, but by Abuſc have become occaſions of Superſtition ; 
ſuchas are, Bowing at the Name of Feſs, the Croſs in Bupti[me, 
Piltarts in Clint , Swrplices in Preaching , Kneeling at the 
Sacrament , ſit Formes of Prayer, andthelike; All which ſeem 
ro ſome Indifferent in their own Nature, and by any; who is per- 
ſwaded in his Conſcience of the Lawfullneſs of them,withour doubt 
may lawfully enough be praRiſed , yer] hold it urtcrly uplawfull 
for any Chriſtian Magiſtrate to impoſe the uſe of them. And that 
for th:ſc Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe it is dire&ly contrary tothe Nature of Chriſtian 
Religion in generall, whicl1 in every part of it is to be Free and Un- 
forced ; for ſince the Chriſtian Magiſtrate cannot, asIthink now 
all Proteſtant Writers do agree, force his Religion upon any, bur is 
to leave even thoſe poore Crear.ures the: Fews and Mabumedany, 

ro their unbelief (though they «certainly periſhinir) ratherthan 
by Fines and Impriſonments tg torture them our of it; then _ 
eſſe 
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” Jn Religiow Worſbip. d) 

I:(ſe may heabridg his Fellow Chriſtianyjn chings of leſſer Momenc, 
and which concerne not the ſubſtance of his Religion, trom uling 
that Liberty in ſerving God, which his conſcience prompes him 
£0, and the Nature of his Religion doth warranc him in. For God 
as he loves a cheerfall giver, fo likewile a chearfril Worſmrpper, ac- 
cepting of no more, than we willingly performe. 

Secondly, And more particularly. This Impoſing of Things In- 
different, is direRly contrary t0/Gofpel- Precepr. Our Saviour doth 
in many places Inveigh ag init the Rigid and Impoling Phariſees, Matth. 23. 
for laying yoakss upon othe.s, and therefore invitesall to come un- 
to him for Freedome, The my yoake upon you, faith he, for ir «, Marth. rx, 
eafie, and my burden u light, And, 1f the Some ſet you Free, loh. 8.35 
then are yow Free indeed. Where by Freedome 1 do not only un-. ' 
derftand Freedome from fn, bur from all Humane Impoſitions , fince 
the Apoſtle Pax! doth ſeem to allude unto this place, un that Com- 
mand of his to the Galati.ns, Stand faſt in the Liberty, where. 
with Chriſt hath made you free, and, be not again entangled with Gal. 5.1, 
the Yoake of Bondage , where, thatl may prevent an ObjeRtion, 
I will grant, that by Toake of Bondage, he underſtands Cirewmci/i- 
on and:othet Fewiſh Ceremonies , bur from thence I will drawan 
upanſwerable Argument againſt the urging of ary other now upon 
a Chriſtian Account , ſince that the Moſaicall Ceremonies which 
had ſo much to plead for thcmſclves, upon the Account of their 
Divine Originall,; and which, even after they were ſullfilled by 
our Saviour, ſtill remained indiff-rent in their Uſe, and were (0 
practiſed by. Pal; yet when once they were Impoſed, and a Nece\- 
lity pleaded for their Continwance, the Apoſtle Writes ſo ſharply 
againft-them, exhorting the G-1atians to ſtand faſt in ther Liberty, 
as part of our Saviours purchaſe. If this, I fay,” wasthe caſe with 
thaſe 044.Rits , then much lefſe can apy now Impoſe an inven- 
ted forme of Worſhip, for which- there cannot be pretended the 
leaſt warrant thaciever God did Authorize it. And it ſeems alto- 
gether.ne:dleſle, thatth: Fiſh Ceremonics, ſhould, as to their 
Neceſlity ac lea(t, expire and be abrogated, it others might ſuccced 
in cheir roome, and be as{tructly commanded, as ever the tormer 
were. Forthis only retnrnes usto our Bendgge again, which is fo 
much the more intolerable, in chat our Re'igionis ſti/edthe Perfett 145, 1.1 ; 
Law ef Liberty : which Liberty | underſtand nor wherein it con- | 
fiſts, if in things Neceſſary, weare already d:termined dy Gud, 
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Concerning Things Indifferers 

and in things nJifferent we may (ti! be tied up to Humane Ordinay. 
ces, and Ont fide Rites, at the pleaſure of ear Chriftian Magiſtrates, 

To theſe Scriptures which directly deny all Impoſition, may be 
added allthoſe Texts, which conſequentially do it, ſuch usare Ds 
to others, as you Would have others do to you : And who is there that 
would have his Conſcience Impoſed upon? And, You that ave 
ſtrong, bear with the Tafirmity of the weak, Whereaz this practiſe 
will be ſo farre from eaſing the Burden of the weak; thatif men are 
at all ſcrupulous, itonly lates more load upon them, . Thels Scrip- 
rures, with many huncredsthe like,ſhow that this kind of Rigour 
is-uterly ienaiens with the Rules of Chriſtian Fotbeararce and 
Charity, which no Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to think himſelf 
abſolved from : Since though asa Magiſtrate he hath a powerin 
Civill things, yer as a Chriſtian, he ought to have a care that 
inthings of ſpiricuall concernement he grieve not the minds of 
any, who are upon that Relation, not. his Subjects, ſo much 
as his Brethren : and therefore fince they have left their Natu- 
rl, and voluntarily partedwich their C5244, they ought not to be 
entrenched vpon in their Spirsruall freedewe : eſpecially by ſach 
a Magiſtrate, who owning'the ſame Principles of Religion with 
them, 15 thereby ingagedro uſe his Power, only to ſupport, and 
not to cnſnare them : co Bound perhaps, but not to abrids their 
Liberty, to kcep it ind.ed fromrunning into Licentiouſneſs(which 
15a Morall Evill) but not to Shackle, Und-rmineand Fetterir, un- 
der pretence bf Dectncy-and Order, . Which when once it comes 
to be ani/Order off conſtraint, 2nd:norof conſent; itignothing elſe 
but in the Impoſer,, Tyranny; inthe perſon Impoſed upon, Box- 
dage : and makeshim to be, whatin things appercaining to Reli- 


. F10n we are forbidden to be, v2; . The ſervants of men, Te are 


bought; ſaiththe Apoſtle, witha price, and manumitced by Chriſt, 
be' yin not the $epvantsof men : which prohbitzondoth nor forbid 
Civill Service, tor he ſaid alittle betore, 'Art rhon called while the 
art a Servant ? Care nit pon but if thin canſt be free, uſe it 
rathcr , Implying , that Civill Liberyg is to be preferred before 
ſervieude, yer not tobe much contended for, bucheld asa matter 
Indifferent , but when once our Maſters, ſhall extend theirRule 
over the Conſcience, then this precept holds valid, be ye wer the 

Servants of men. 
Thirdly, 1c is contrary- to Chriftian Prothſe, of which 
we 
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in Religious Worſhip, 
we have miny remarkable Inſtances : | 

1. Thefir't ſhall be that of our Saviour Chriſt, who was of a 
moſt ſweet and com p!ying diſpoſition; he ſayes cf himſelf, thar 
he came Eating and Ivy. s, e, doing the common Actions 

of other men, and therefore he never diſdained to keep company 
with any, even the meaneſt and moſt deſpicable ſinner, his retinue 
conſiſting for the moſt part of thoſe the Fewes called, Avagmais, 
z. ſinners 1n an eminent and notorious manner ; whom as a Phyſ;- 
cian he not only cured ; but as a mercifxllPricſt ſought our to ſave. 
Yer when his 5 ap Liberty came onceto be invaded, he laid 
aſide his gentlenefſe, and proveda ſtiffar.d peremptory Aſſertour 
ofir. To omic many paſl.iges, of which his Story istull, I ſhall 
mention buc one, and that was hisrefuſing ro w.:fh his hands before 
meat. This was not onely athing in it ſeit [ndifferent, but like- 
wiſe hadſome Argument from Decency to induce, and a conſtant 
Tradition from the Elders or Sanhearim to ertorceic, who at this 
time were not only their Eccleſiaſtical , but their Civill Rulers ; 
Yet all theſe Motives, in a thing fo innccent ar.d [mall as that was, 
would not prevaile with our Saviour to quit his Liberty of eating 
with wwaſhed hands. And in Cefence ot himfelf, hecallsthem 
ſuper ſtiriows foulr, and blind guid:s, who were offerded at him , 
and leaves two unanſwerable Arguments, which are ot equall yali- 
dicy in things of the like rature, As 

T. That this was not a Plant, of his Fathers planting, and there. 
'fort'is ſhould be rooted xp , whereby our Caviour intimates, that as 
the Phariſees had no divine warranc to preſcribe ſuch a Toy as that 
was, ſoGod would at laſt dec are his Indignation againſt their $4- 
pererogatory Worſhip , by puiliig ic up Roce and Branch. Trom 
whence gather this Rule , 1hat when once Humane Inventions 
become Impoſireons, and lay a Nec-ilicy upon that, which God 
hath left Free, then may we lawſu'ly rejeR*them, as F/4rts of 
mans ſetting, and not of Gods owning. 

2, The tccond Argument our Saviour uſes is, That theſe thing; 
did nit defile a man, 3. e. asto his mind «and con'cier.ce. To eat 
with wwwaſbed hands wasat the worſt, bur a point of 11] manners, 
ar:d unhandfome' perhaps or. indecent, but not an impious or un- 
godly thing, and rheretore more likely co offend nice {tomacks, 
than ſcrupulous conſciences. Whoſe ſatisfaionin ſuch things as 
theſe our Saviour 1d not at all ſludy. From whence I inferre, 
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Concerning Things Indifferent 


That in the Worſhip of God we are chicfly to look after the S$wb- 
Bance of things; and as for Circumſtances, they are cither not 
worth our Notice, or elſe will be anſwerable to our Inward Impreſ- 
ſions; according to which our Saviour in anocherplace, ſayes, 0 
blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt the Inſide of the Cup, and of the Platter, 
that ſo the outſide may be clean ,, hereby implying, that a Renewed 
Heart, will be ſure to make a changed and ſeemly behavionr ; where- 
as the moſt ſp:cious outlide is coni1itent with Inward Filchand Rot- 
renneſſ?. So that they who preſſe outward conformity in Divine 
Worſip, endeavour to ſerve God rhe wrong way, aod often times 
do only torce Carnal and Hypecritical men co preſent God a Sacri- 
fice which heabhorres ,; while to others that are more Tegder and 
Scrupu'ous, they make the Sacrifice it ſelf unpleaſant, becauſe 
th:y will not 1-t it be, what God would have it, a Free-will- 
off: ring. 

2. My ſecond Inſtance ſhall be the Reſolution of the Apoſtles in 
that Famous ard Important Quzre, concerning the Jewiſh Cere- 
»onics, whether they wereto be Impoſed or not. After a long di- 
Spute to find ont the Truth (mis ovQrrincs yreuirs, ſayes the 
Text) Peter directly oppoſes thoſe Rites , Why , layes he, do ye 
tempt God, by putting a Techs upon the Neck of the Diſciples ? In- 
rimating that to put a 7ckeupon others (and to Impoſe in Things 
Indifferent is certainly a greatone) from which, God hath either 
expreſly freed us, by commanding the contrary: orelſe tacitlyfreed 
us, by nor Ns 7s, des : Thisis nothingelſe bur 10 Temps 
Ged, and to pretend to be more Wiſe and Holy than he, Apain, 
Fames decries thoſe Ceremenics, upon this ſcore, leaſt they ſhould 
(mgive;,afv) be troubleſome to the converted Gentiles , implying 1 
that howeyer men may think it a ſmall matter, to Impoſe an J»- 
different thing, yet indeed it is an infivite Trouble and matter of 
Diſquiet to the Party Impoſed upon, becauſe he isthereby diſabled 
from uſing his Liberty, in tharwhich he knows to be /ndifferent. 

Upon bn hearing of theſe two, the Reſulr of the whole Cunncel 
was, that the Brethren ſhould nor be Impoſed upon, although the 
Arguments for conformity were much ſtronger th:n, than now they 
can be ; becauſe the Fews inall probability, might chereby have 
been the ſooner wonne over to the Chriſtian Perſwafion, The De- 
cree which chat Apoftolical, and truly Chriſtian Synod makes is ve- 
ry obſervable, 

I, From 
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1, From the Stz/e they uſe, Jt ſeems good ( ſay they) to the 
hely Ghoſt, and to ws, --- {0 that whoever exerciſes the ſame 1m. 
noble Power , had need be ſure he hath the Came Divine An- 
_ 7; for feare he onely raſhly aſſumes what was never gran- 
rec aim, 

2, From the Things they Impoſe, Jr ſeems good, &c. (lay they) 
rw lay pon you no greater burden than theſe neceſſary things, That 
you abſtain from things offered to Idols, from Blud fom things ftran- 
gled, and from Fornication, Whence I obſerve, 

1, That they call their Impoſicion £:y4&, a wright , or buy- 
den ;, which is not unneceſſarily to be laid on the ſhoulders of 
any, 

2. They ſay, they forbid onely mo! image ure — Theſe very 
Neceſſary things, to ſhow, that Neceſſary things only, and not n= 
differens, ſhould be. the maccer of our as rr 

For whereas ſome gather from herce, that the Chwrch, 5. where 
a State is Chriſtian, the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, hath a power to 0b- 
liegemen to the doing of tlungs he commands, though in their 
own Nature they be indifferent, becauſe chey ſuppoſe that the 
Apoſtles did fo, as for example, in' forbidding to eat Blood, there- 
fore cooſider, 

I. That this is quite contrary to the Apoſtles ſcope, whoſe buſi- 
neſſe was to Eaſe and Free, and not to Tie up their Brethren 
and therefore they ſay, they meerly do lay upon them rhings very 
neceſſary. 

2. That all thoſe things they forbid, were no: Indifferent, bur 
long before prohibited by God, not only in the Ceremoniad, but 
in his Poſitive Law, and therefore obligatory, whereupon the A- 
poſtles.call them Neceſſary, :. things neceſliry to be ſorborn, even 
before thzy had made any Decree againſt them, As 

I. Eid Sure, 1. The meat f things effered to Idols : To eat of 
them was not in all caſes Indifferent; for todo it with conſcience 
of the Idol , 1. intending thereby to worſhip the [del , this was a 
thing againſt the ſecond Commandment, Burt if-a man wasconvin- 
ced that the 74 was nothing, and therefore the meat, though 
conſecrated , was Free to him : Yet if his weaker Bro. her was 
offended, he was then to abſtain in obſervance ot Chriltian Cha* 
rity and Condeſcenſion : But if the Eater himſelt 454 do«br, then 


was he to forbear for his. own peace and quiet's ſake, for to eace, 
while 
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while he was unſatisfied whether ic was lawfull or not, was nothi ng 
eHe but to-condemn himſelf, as che Apoſtle ſayes, 'He that dowbrs, 
i5 ( not damned, as we render it, but 1sTexixprnu— ) condemned, 
i. Self-condemn'd if he eat, becauſe he doth that which he inward- 
ly doth either not approve, or elſeat leaſt ſuſpeRs, that ir is nor 
lawfull : ſo that the Caſe of eatingsd2n7s, being ſo nice, and 
ſoapt to be miſtaken : the Apoſtles do make their Prohibition 
Univerſall, as chat which was moſt ſafe, and leaſt ſubje& to 
ſcruple. 

2. Atun and ric, Blood, i.e Fleſh with the blood , or,as ſome, 
Raw fleſh, and Things ſtrangled, toeat theſe was not indifferent, 
but prohibited long betore by God, in his Law given to Neah. 
Andtherefore the Apoſtles Prohibition here, isnot to b: interpre-- 
ted,as their giving a Temporary Law, with reſpe& had to the 
tNen Conſtitution and ceconomy of the J-w5(as ſome weakly and 
withou: ground from Scripture, imagine but rather asa Revi- 
ving and Reenforcingan old Law, which being given by God to 
Noah, both then was, and ſtillis Obligatory to all his Poſterity, 
God having no where diſpenſed w.th ir. 

3. Laſtly, Ti-prue, if you render it ' Fornication, then it is eyi= 
dently contrary tothoſe Precepts of Purity, Holineſs and Perfe. 
Rion, which Godevery whererequires, But if you expound it, 
as many learn:d men do, Unlawfall Copulations ; then the Pro- 
hibition enforces upon us the obſervance of thoſe Laws concerning 
Marriage which are recorded in Levir.18. and which is evident, 
are not in their own Nature indifferent, ſince marrying with our 
Mother, Siſter, or Daughter, the Heathen Plato, and rhe Gre- 
c:u Laws condemnedeven by the light of Nature. And God, 
therein that Chapter,callsthe contrary Practices, Abominable C «- 
ſtemes, tor which he threatens to root eyen the Heathen our, —p, 
27. aa fin. 

From what has been ſaid out of this Inſtance, I conclude, That 
fince, 1, The Apoſtles, though divinely inſpired, yet did not 
impoſe any Rires upon the Church, by their own proper Power, 
dur joyn themſelves with the Holy Gheſt as being Ated and Com- ' 
miſlion:d by him. Since, 2. They uſe no Arguments from De- ' 
cency to juſtific their impoſition, norlay any Unneceſſary Burden 
upon any, by forbidding or enjoyning things purely Indifferent, 
but onely prohibit ſuch things, as they call, and ir 1s clear from 

what 
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what has been faid, that they were XN; ce(ſary And laſtly, fince 
the Recaining ſume of the more Innocen: and Jefſe Purdenſome 
Ceremonies ot the Jews, inpoint of Order and Converieace only, 
would in all probability have been the readtelt nieans to brig thay 
Preciſe and Superſtitious People untoa Compitance with the Go 
ſpel; and without doubt for that reaſon would have been enjoyr;- 
ed, had the Apoltles conceived they had any power to have medied 
with them, Hence I conclude tor Perſons, 1.W ho have ro ſuch 4u- 
thoricy. 2. In things much more indiffere:c. And haltly, Where 
the Neceſlity of contorming is nothing neer lo pre (ling 1nd urge.cr 
For ſuch,l fay,to rake upon themſelves an Arbirrary ard an [mp,- 
ſing Power,it is altogether Vnuw.rrantas/.and contequently inf x#, 
3. My laſt inſtance ſhall be thac of the Apoltle Paul, who was 
of an Univerſi1ly Complying carriage ; he ſayes of himfelt, Thy; 
he became all things to all men,even to 2 a 4 Jew, &c. wich many 
more words to the ſame purpole. And to ſhow h1s Liberty,lic cir- 
cumciſed Timothy, though a Greeke, that he might gain the Jews 
in thoſe parts, Burwhen once a Sect of men roſe up, who be- 
gan to preach the Neceſſity of C:rcameifbon, he doth in many pla- 
ces ſharply inveigh againſt them, ca//ing them 4oggs, evil workers, 
andin derifion, z#T#]uir, or the Conciſion, and corciudes his Epi- 
ſile to the Galatians, with bidding them to beware of ſuch, as la- 
boured to boaſt in their fleſh, 5. 1ought to bring them unto a C,n- 
formity in thoſe outward Ordinances. Nay fo jealous and preciſely 
carefull was-that Apoſtle of this grear Chriſtian Prieuedge and 
Charter, vit. Freedome in Indifferent things , that he coutd not 
brook ſo much as Percy's ſuſpicious cartiage in that paricular, but 
for his D:ſim»l1tion,and prerending to be leſſe I ree,rhan he was ; 
Paul ſfayes, That he openly reproved him to his Face. And tor 
other Falſe Brethren, who crept into their Aſſemblies, meerly to 
{pie out their liberty, and withour doubr,- uſed the fam? Argu- 
ments for Conformity, . which many do now, the Apolile ſayes, 

He reſiſted them, and yeelded nit to them ſo much as for a momen! 
And that he might for ever preſerve his Galatians trom being en - 
ſnared, and brought under bondage again, he leaves chem the Ca- 
veat, I mentioned before, $:4n4 faft in your liberty, &, From 
whence I inferre, that ſo long asa thing 1s lett Jndifferemt, 'though 
there be ſome ſuſpicion of Syperſtitioninir, we may lawtully pra- 
iſe it, as Pax did Circumciſion : But when any ſhall take upon 
C them 
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them to makeit Neceſſary, then the thing ſo impoſed preſently l6- 

les not its Liberty only, but likewiſe its Lawfulneſs; and we may 

nut, wi:hout Breach ot the Apoſtles Precepr, ſubmit untoit ; be- 

ic we theieby do own, that thoſe whole 111juntions we obey, 

© hada power :011 pole ; and fo, byaſlenting, we become abetters 
-__ andpton otersof their Vſurpation. 

4. My laſt A'guiren. agatnft Jmpoſitions, ſhal! be taken from the 
Incenuimuonces hatacterd lucha practiſe. For though] lay lccke 
lircis vpon ub kind of Arguments ( becaule T7 th 15:0 be tried 
b\ | S Exudence, ard not by 1ts Conſequences ) yer becauſe, * 
Principles,o winch morcl Actions are grou:ded,the Inconveniences 
doulc 0 be weed, and tharDoetrin tor the molt parc ſeems moſt 
1ruc,at leaſt moſt Plauſible,which is attended by feweſt Incor veni- 
ences : ard bec:ule, 2, The Oppoſers of Liberty, bave y-ry lit- 
tle elſe ro urge for themſelves, but by prerer:ding the many irco- 
veriences thas flow trom 1t, I beriorel ſhall clearly prove tharmany 
more Abſxrd,ard more Deſtruttive ard Fatal Conſequences attend 
the [zo&trin of /mpoſricns,thenthe Doctrin of Chriſtian liberty, As 

1. The firſt /nconvenience 15, the Impoſhbilicy to tix a point 
where the /wpoſer will ſtop. For do but once grant,1 hat the Af- 
giſtrate bath power toimpoſe, and then welie athis mercy, how 
tarre he willgo. Forthe Afarriage of Miniſters, buly Unilion, 
Conſecrating the Hoſt, &c, are as indiffcrent incheir own nature, 
as Uſing the Croſs,or Surplice. And if the Magulirate hath indeed 
lawſull power to 1mpoſc,he may as well Command thoſe, 1s theſe: 
eſpecially it h- be convinced that they are cither Decent or Conve- 
»ient;at which door have entred in all thoſe groſs Fooleries, which 
are in the Pcpi/b worſhip: any of which, take them ſingly, and 
apart from ihe Circumſtances which dercrmine them, ſo theyare 
Indifferent, and may, for ought 1 know, be conſcientiouſly obſer- 


N.. ved, Bu putthem together, aad conſider the Power which Impo. 


ſes, and the End which continues them, ſo they are the grit 
1d:latry, and the vileſt Tyranny that ever yet was practiſed, For 
weare 1vr tlc inolt part miſtaken in the Notion of Popery, it we fee 
a Surplice,cr a Cre) s,0TOrgans,or Bowing we prelently cry cut- Pc- 
por; wheras 1tmk Ita more maniteſ! [1gn of Popery to forbid theſe 
things, as wedo, under Penalties, than to p actiie rhem with 
Eveedeme. 111 underſtand any thing of Anrchrift, his Nature 
f{ecmsto me to.conliſt in this, That be Aﬀts ina way contrary to 

Chrift, 
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Chriſt, i.e. in ſtead of a ſpiritual, he brings in a Deviſed Worſhip ; 
and in {tead of Freedome, layes a ( onſtraint even upon our De- 
votion. So that, as Fohn in his Revelation layes of lui, Aer ſhalt 
ner ber buy, nor ſell, Who bave not his mark, 4. who do not ſerve 
God in that outward way, which he commands, So that whoever 
doth own the Dofirine of 7m poſirion , though in the (malleſtcir- 
cumſtance of Worſhip, he brings in the Effence, though not the 
Name of Pepery;and layes down that for his Foundation,on which 
all the Wi//-worſhip, which this day reigns 1n the world, 15 botton- 
ed. 1 or what ever opinions we have concerning the Necetlity ot 
Bowiag, Kneeling, or the like, while they ſtand contined ro our pri- 
vate practiſes, they are at worſt but Hay and ſtubble, which will 
periſh at the 4ay of account, though he that doth them may very 
well be ſaved. But when once a man goes turther, and not con. 
tent, with his Perſwaſions, envies his Brother that Liberty, which 
he himſelf deiires to enjoy ; and (ceks to obtrude his Concoiis up- 
on others, who perhaps are not ſo well ſatished 2s hets ; Whoever 
doth this, becomes Impious to God, by invading lus Sovereign:y, 
and lording it over another mans Conſcience, ard likewite 1nju- 
rious to men, by preſling ſuch things, as are only Baits to rhe 
Caril:ſſe, and Traps tor the Conſcientious. } know very well, that 
the Argument 1s ſpecious, and often urged—1Vby honld4 min be [o 
ſcrupnlus ? Moll pleading for Ceremonies, as £:t did for Zoar; 
Are not they little things ? Butl anſwer, 1. That a little thing un- 
warrantably don- 1s a great ſfinne. 2. That a little ching unjuſt. 
ly gained, makes way fora greater: and theretore we ſhould not 
lerthe Serpent get in his Head, how beautifull foever it leems, leſt 
he brings 11 his Tail, and with that bis ſting. How curious even 
alm oft to Superſtition, our S«vicar and his Apoſc les, clpecually 
Pal, were, lhave already mentzoned;;, by whoſe Exanple we 
are little profices, it wedo notlearn, that in Impoli wns we are 
notio much to cont'der how fuwiall and incontiderable the thing 11- 
poſed is, as how lawlull itis : Not, whatit isin it (el, as whether 
icrerds, aud what will be the Conſcquence of 1's Admitlion. For 
the tinaller the thing impoſed is, the more is our Chriſtian Lilerty 
n:aced, and corſ.quently the more injurious ard lintu;lis its im- 
polition, 
2. The ſecond Inconvenience1s, that it quite inverts th2 Nature 
of Chriſtian Religion z not only by tiking away its Freedeme, but 
C 2 | 
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I1Kewiſe ts fivitmaliry, @ur Saviour ſayes, that God will now be 
worſripped not in 1.ow and Ceremony , but in ſpirit, and in 
trmth ; whereas this D Arine of Impoſotiens,places it in ſuch things, 
in the ob{.ryor.cc 051 which, Supe rſtition will be ſure to out-do De 
voticm, But rrs Religion ke the fpirits of wire or ſubtle efſen- 
ces when. ev. r 1: «mes to be Opened and Expoſedto view,rurs the 
Lazard of ber g preſently difpurited,and loſt. In the ſervic: of God 
there isa val CGIAcTCT.CEC, LEewween Purity ard Pemp, berwzcen p11 it 

wil [Iendony , where?s ihe Impolter only drives at and improves 
the tie; buroi the formers altogether ſecure and careleſſc,as 15 
evid-rt in thote places, vhere VOniformity 1s molt tt:1&tly pra- 
ctiſe, 

3. Thirdly, This Doctrine making no proviſion at all for ſuch as 
arc [ryyprlous ard render, \uppoles the fame meaſure of Forth in all; 
wher-25 nothing 1s more clear chan,as the Apoſtle ſayes conceruins 
T hings «ffeyed ty T4ols lo concerning Ceremonies,] may lay, that /1// 
have nit kaowleare. But to this day many thete are utterly u; ſatisit- 
cd with the Lawfxlineſſe of any,and moſt are convirceC ot the V/e- 
leſnrſſe of them all. Whoſe Confciences, how erroneors ſoever,yet 
are to be Tenderly and Gently dealt with , leaſt by our Rigid com- 
mandins what they can by no means comply with, we bring them 
unto that Dangerous Dilemma, cither of breaking their Inward 
Peace and comforr,by duing outwardly what they do not inwardly 
approve of: ore ſe of run irg themſelvesupon the Rocks of Poy- 
vertyand prejudice, bydiſobeying what is commanded, For though 
we are upon a!l occaſions to ſuffer gladly, yet let not Rexben [mite 
Ephraim , let us not receive 67 Wounds in the houſe of ony friends , 
for then our ſufferings will be ſharpned from the cor.fideration of 
the Unkindneſſe, that our Brethren ſhon!d put us upon the Trial 
of our Faithard Patienceeſpecially in ſuch things, which while the 
Impeſer cal!sIndifferent, he thereby acknowledges, that they niay 
very well be ſpared. 

4. The laſt Inconvenience is,that by /mpoſiricns,clp: cially when 
the Penalty 1s ſevere,w. ſcem to lay as much weight and (ireſs upon 
theſe Indifferent things , as upon any the molt mare:1ial parts of 
ear Ret1g1067, This Rigid Irreſpeetive obiruding of (mail things, 
makes nv dif.rence at all between Ceremony and Sul tance. So that 
a man who were not a Chriſtian at all, wou!d jind as good, nay per- 
haps berter uſape from the /wpoſer ; than he who labourirg and 

endea- 
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in Religious Worſhip. I; 
endeavouring to live up to other parts of Chriſtian Faith, ſhall yer 
forb-ar to practice thele Ceremonies : Which is not only Harſhard 
Ctuz!, hut very Incongruous dealing, that a few or Mah»medan, 
ſhe!l be better regarded,chan a we. k and ſcrupnlows Chriſtian, This 
i5nocting clſe, but ro deal with Chriſtians, as Fephthadid with the 
Ephrain4tes,to ki'l them for no weighrnier crime, than becauſe they 
cannor pronounce Shibboleth. 

Tothole [nconveniencies ] might adde the certtin decay of the 
growth of Religion as to its inward Purity, while chere 15 this Diſ- 
ute and Mask of needlcſte Ceremories —_ to keep 1t under, 
but choſe which 1 have already urged,are fo great that thoſe which 
are common!y inſiſted upon by men of another Periwation,are nor 
at all to be put into the Balance with them ,, as will app-ar by this 
briet Anfſiver to their main Objectiors. 

1, They objeR that cl:is will be che way to beget all manner of 
Diſorder and Confuſion , that every inan will have a ſeveral Faſhi. 
on and Cuſtom by himſ-If; and for want of Uniformi:ty and Ce- 
remony, the Unity and Eſſence of Rehigion will periſh. But Tan- 
lwer, 

I. Doth any plead for Baal ? Hethar will abuſe the Principle of 
Liberty, to juſtifie br Li: ention{ne ſc ( f ti "es let him ' mw that the 
Magiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain,bur has it to cut off tuch of- 
tenders. If you ſuffer as Chriſtians, faith the Apoltie, rpeeatic, , pars. 
But let none ſuffer, as a T hief, Murderer, K4x9m%s.1, a [editions per= 
ſon or State- Incendiary, Or asa buſie Intermedler in other mens mat 
ters : for he that doth theſe things ſuffers juſtly; nor can he piexd any 
thing trom the G»#þ1, which is a Rule of (trictn-fſe foo .xempe him 
trom Puniſhment, Bur 

2, [his Diſorder, which is fo vehemently and fo Tragically argra- 
rated,and for the prevention of which, Ceremonies mult be invented 
and forced, is indeed nothing elſe but a Malicious and UI founding 
nime,put upon an excellent and mo!t conie!y things, e.variety, For 
as God, though he bza God of Order, hach nor made all men of one 
countenance,-and in the world hath given feveraland divers pes 
to many things, whuch yet are the ſame for /#btance;, lointhe AC- 
ſemblies.of his peop'e, who a'l come to Honour him, and agrey in 
the Eff-nce of his Worſhip, why ſhould we doubr, but God will be 
well pleated with their variety in Circumſtances? The exercile 
vt which not only cheir Conſciences do promp:, buc God himſelf 

doth 
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dothinduce them to, becauſe in his Word he hath not preſcribed 
any one outward Form, that all ſhould necef{:rily agree in; bur in 
ſuch things hath letc them to the DiRates of their own Spirits, and 
the guidance ef Chriſtian prudence,which /".:ricry 15 ſo far irom be- 
ing a Conf uſfion,chat — be moreComely and Harmontous, 
as ſerving to ſec out the Ir:dulgence of Cod, the indifferent Actings 
of the holy Spirit and the Liberty of th: Saints,who prelzrve Unity 
in mind, without Vnifermity in Behaviour, 

2.The ſecond Objection 1s,the practice of theFewiſh Princes, who 
as ſoon as ever they were inſtalled in their Kingdoms, ſet upon refor- 
ming the Houſe of God, and impoling upon all a Form of Worſhip : 
which ſince all Scripr wre 4s written by Divine In Firaticn,and for owr 
Inſtrutticn, ſe-ms to be a leading caſe that Chriſtian Princes ſhould 
imitace them,anddo fo likewiſe. But] anſwer, 

1. Though Arguments taken from Azalogy are of very little 
weight, when Poſitive Precepts are required, yet] will grant, that 
thePiety of theJewiſh,is and ought to be exemplary to the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, —but withall I deny the Inference, tince the Jews/h 
Princes,when they Reformed Religion, they therein followed a Di- 
vine Law, which did command it trom them, and which, inthe mi- 
nuteſt circumſtances,had provided for wniformity of Werſhip: from 
whichRigor and Reſtrzintail Chriſtians are abſolved,and thcrefore 
it is very unconcluding to Argue from the Jews, who had , tothe 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who wants D:vine Authority. To this 15 alſo 
objec<cd. 

3. That (ince thirgs Neceſſary to the worſhip of God, be aire1dy 
deternun-d by God,and over them the Maxifirar has no power ; 
if likewiſe he ſhould have no Power in Jadifferent Things, then is 
would tollow,that in things appertaining to Religion, cle Chriſt ;an 
Magiſtrate had no power atall—which they think to be very At- 
ſurd—ſo the Reverend ard Learned M* Hocker, and D! Sanderſon. 
But I anſwer, 

1. That it is n0 Abſurdity at all,that Princes ſic u'd have no more 
power in ordering thethingsot God, than Gud himſelf hah al- 
low:dthem. Ardif Gcd hath ro where given them ſuch an 1In- 
poſing Power, they mult be content to go without it, But inthis 
caſe, where will the Chriſtian Afagiſtrate hnd bis Warrant, the 
<Ecripturcs being utterly ſilent, that heis now to take ſuch Authort. 
ty upon him, which, bccauſe the thing concerns not man, but the 

Worf] IÞ 


in Religions Worſhip. En 
Worſhip of God, had it heen thought neceſlary and Fit, would ccr- 
rainly not have been omitted, 

2. [tis ſo far from being an Argument for Impoſirions, tourge 
thag che ching Impoſed is 1ndsfferent, that there cannot be a ſtronger 
Argument againſt them :; ſince it 1s as requiſite to Chriſtian Pra- 
ice, that Things Inaifferent, ſhould Ihill be Kept Indifferent, 
as Tings Neceſſary, be held Neceſſary, --- As I have already 
proves, 

Laſtly, Itis much more ſuited to the Nature of the G»/þel, that 
Chriſtian Princes (hould retorm R«ligion, rather by the example 
ot their Life,than by the ſeverity of their Laws, and 1: they may 
ſhow their po wer at all i this caſe, it ſhould rather be by Subſkra- 
ding, then by Adding. --- y taking away all imperunencies, 
which may hinder the Progreſs of it, racher chan by obtruding un- 
warrantable Methods, totye all men up to fuch Outward Ll ornis; 
asniay make Piety ſulpe&cd only for Policy diſguiſed, 

Much more mighe be ſaid for this from Axthoricy, but T willing- 
ly wave it. Forii Srripruye and Reaſon will not prevail co hinder 
Impoſitions, | have no cauſe toexpeRthat any ſentences from Anti. 
quicy ſhould, --- Only this is ceriain, that all the Writings ot the 
Chriſtians tor the tirſt three hundred years, ar* full ol nothing elſe 
but ſuch Arguments as evince a Liberty, more Abſy!lute and Uni« 
veriall thanI contend tor. And likewileit may be of Iume weiglit, 
that the Charches Duttrine was then more pure, thur D:/cipline 
more ſiri& and ſevere than now; and yet they had nothing bur 
Mutn.ill Conſent, either to Eſtabliſh or Protectit, the Mari trates 
being all againit chem. --- But when once Conſtantine to0k upon 
him to manage the Aﬀairs of the Charch,and by Penal Laws, ratt- 
hed and conhrined Church-Qrderg. +-- He laid that toundation of 
Antichriftiun Tyranny, which preſently atter hum, his Son Conſtan- 
tizs exeraled apunit the Aﬀertors of the Trimity:and the Church- 
es worldly power encreatins as fait, as th: puricy ot Rel.gion 1d 
decr-ale,the Bibops of Rome wittin a ſewyears, giined torthems 
ſeſves, and have ever ince practiſed ſeverely againſt ſuch, whom 
thy cail Hirinich gs Demers of their Factious [Doctin?; and op- 
polers of therr moſt Ungoſpel-like, buc indeed moſt Put ck and 
Pruden:14ll impoſttions, 

Whoſe turicus and bloudy-Tecnets have, like ſubtle Poiſon, ran 
through th: Veines of almoſt all Proteſſors , ſcarce any forc even 
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of Proteſtants, allowinfgro others that Liberty of Religyin , which at 
the beginning of their S:&s, they juſtly challenged ro themſelyzs, 
Nor isthere any Hope, that the world ſhould be freed from Crue!- 
ty,diſguiſed under the name of zeal, till it pleaſe God to informe 
all Magiftrates,how far their Commiſlion reaches, thac their pro- 
per Province is only over theBody, to repreſs and corre thoſe 
morall vices,to which our Outward man is fubj:&: But as tor Chri- 
ſtian Religion,ſince itis ſo Pare and Simple, fo free from State and 
worldly magnificence, to Gentle and Complying with the mcancit 
Chriſtian, and withall ſo remote from Harſbneſs, Rigenr, ard Se- 
verity ; there the Agiray moſt conſuits Gods honour and his 
own duty,it being {trict ro himſelf, be leavs all others in theſe Gur- 
ward Ceremonies,to their Inward Convictions, Which Ziberry,js 


* ſo far from weakning, that it is indeed the: ſecurity of a Throne ; 


ſince beſides gaining the Peoples Love ( eſpecially the moſt Conſci » 
encious and ſober of them) irtdoth in a ſpeciall manner enticle him 
to Gods ProteRion:Since in not pretending to be wiſer then God, 
he gives Religion the free and Undiſturbed Paſſage, which our Sa- 
viour ſeems by his Life and Death to have opened for it, 


FINIS. 


—_—y —O''W———_  ”” w— 


